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PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Wallace Dam Fishway Project, #23801
Recipient:
The Connecticut Fund for the Environment, Inc.
LISFF Award:
 


$95,699 (EPA/FWS)
Matching Funds:
 

 $213,788 _________________________
Total Project Costs:


$309,487
Project Area:
Quinnipiac River, Wallingford, Connecticut

The Connecticut Fund for the Environment, Inc. will install a Denil fishway across Wallace Dam on the Quinnipiac River in Wallingford.   
For the last 100 years the Wallace Dam has blocked migratory fish passage on the Quinnipiac River. Native fish such as alewife, American and gizzard shad, sea-run brown trout and blueback herring have been observed at the base of the dam but not above it.  With the installation of the fishway, the fish will be able to pass over Wallace Dam and access an additional 8 miles of river habitat to the base of the Southington Dam.  The Denil fishway constructed around the northwest end of the dam is approximately 120 feet in length by four feet in width and will cut through the embankment associated with Route 150.  The entire facility will include a counting house where fish will be monitored on video recordings to be analyzed by local volunteers; public parking; and an Americans with Disabilities accessible public viewing area all providing opportunities for community participation and education.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Pequonnock River Apron Fish Passage Project, #24320
Recipient:
City of Bridgeport
LISFF Award:
 
$32,833.61 (EPA/FWS)
Non-Federal Funds:   
$27,411.39 
Matching Funds:
 $43,643     ___________________________
Total Project Costs:
$103,888
Project Area:
Pequonnock River, Bridgeport, Connecticut

The City of Bridgeport will install a step pool fish ladder through an existing concrete erosion apron installed in the Pequonnock River which is impeding upstream fish passage.  Installation of the fish ladder will remedy the problem and restore five miles of upstream river passage for migrating and spawning native fish -- alewife and blueback herring.   

At the time, Rout 8 and 1 in Bridgeport were realigned a concrete apron was installed across the Pequonnock River to reduce erosion.  As a result the natural, deep channel flow of the river was replaced with shallow sheet flow across the apron. At high river flows, fish moving upstream across the apron must swim on their sides causing injury or death.  At low river flows, most fish cannot pass at all.   Predators, such as Black-Crowned Night Herons, pick off fish as they struggle to get over the apron.   The project will install a step pool fish ladder comprised of a series of weirs and concrete pools through the center of the apron. The pools are designed to allow fish to safely navigate the apron at all flow levels while continuing control erosion.  Fish will then be able to use the steep-pass fishway about 0.5 miles upstream which allows them to access 33 acres of open water at Bunnell’s Pond.   Located in a highly urbanized river corridor, the project will also improve natural freshwater river flow into Bridgeport Harbor and Long Island Sound.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Anguilla Brook Fish Passage Restoration Project, #23888

Recipient:
The Nature Conservancy
LISFF Award:
 
$75,000 (EPA/FWS)

Non-Federal Funds:   
$47,700 
Matching Funds:
 $40,440.00______________________
Total Project Costs:
$163,140

Project Area:
Anguilla Brook, North Stonington, Connecticut


The Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc. will design a simple pool and weir fishway modifying the Wequetequock boulder dam located at head-of-tide; and completely remove the Rutan dam located a mile upstream to restore access to Anguilla Brook’s entire 13-mile historic range of spawning habitat for native alewive, blueback herring, American eel, and trout.

The existing habitat above Rutan Dam is a shallow rocky pond with few plants in-stream or on the stream bank.   The project will involve removing the spillway and a portion of the earthen dam.  Adjacent banks will be stabilized and planted with native vegetation.  With the dam removal, fish and wildlife will be able to access extensive natural, forested wetland found below the dam.  The Wequetequock dam is the site of a 1600s gristmill.  The dam millrace still exists at the northwestern side.  Modifying an existing channel on the southeastern side of the large boulder that is the dam will provide passage for fish.  The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, The Nature Conservancy and volunteers from Avalonia Land Conservancy will construct the Wequetequock fishway using stone salvaged from the Rutan dam removal.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
The NY/CT Long Island Sound Eelgrass Restoration Project, #24369 
Recipient:
Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Suffolk County 
LISFF Award:
 
$30,000 (EPA)
Non-Federal Funds:   
$109,566.56 
Matching Funds:
 $23,606___________________________

Total Project Costs:
$173,172
Project Area:
Clinton Harbor, Griswold/Hatchett Point, Two Tree Island/Bartlett Reef , Avery Point/Pine Island,  Noank Harbor/Esker Point, and  Mystic Harbor/Lobster Cove, Connecticut; and Old Field Point, Duck Pond Point,  Goldsmith’s Inlet, and  St. Thomas Point, New York

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County will restore 1.5 acres of historic eelgrass beds at seven  sites in New York and Connecticut with the aim of ensuring survival of this important marine habitat in the face of climate change, sea-level rise and other threats.

With prior funding provided by the Long Island Sound Futures Fund, Cornell Cooperative Extension  successfully completed three eelgrass restoration projects at St. Thomas Point and Terry Point in Southold, New York.  Cornell will now collaborate with the University of Connecticut  to build on this work and expand into Connecticut waters.   This innovative project involves gathering by hand healthy eelgrass shoots from existing underwater meadows; and “rock planting” and/or “sand bag” planting adult shoots.  Rock planting uses stones to anchor groups of shoots in place allowing them to become rooted.  The sand bag method is identical to the rock method except that it uses small burlap bags filled with local sand to act as anchors. If used properly, the bags last for approximately 12 months ensuring that the eelgrass shoots are protected and well-rooted before the burlap degrades releasing the sand into the surrounding bottom leaving no trace.  Planting growth, reproduction and survival will be monitored by underwater drop cameras, snorkeling and SCUBA. 
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Rodman’s Neck Coastal Forest Restoration, #23902
Recipient:
City of New York Parks and Recreation Department
LISFF Award:
 


$50,000 (EPA/FWS)
Non-Federal Funds:   


$100,000 
Matching Funds:
 

$150,000________________________

Total Project Costs:


$300,000 
Project Area: Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, New York 

The City of New York Parks and Recreation Department will restore approximately 65 acres of parkland in Pelham Bay Park replacing invasive exotic vegetation with native forest.
More than three times the size of Central Park, Pelham Bay Park is New York City’s largest park property, including a saltwater shoreline that hugs Long Island Sound.  Most of Pelham Bay Park is a Forever Wild Nature Preserve.  The Park is comprised of mature oak forest, meadows, salt marsh and rocky shoreline.  More than 400 species of wildlife make the Park home and migratory birds use it as an important stopover point along the Atlantic Flyway.  Surrounded by some of the city’s poorest neighborhoods the Park is a natural oasis for urban residents.
Remnant forests comparable to those to be restored at Pelham Bay Park are often overrun with invasive plants reducing habitat for many species.  The project will remove these invasive plants and use park staff and volunteers to plant 10,000 trees such as native oaks, black birch, American sycamore and white pine; and 5,000 native shrubs like elderberry and dogwood.  
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Lord Cove Coastal Forest and Stream Restoration, #24250
Recipient:
The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
LISFF Award:
 


$40,091 (EPA)
Non-Federal Funds:   


$20,000 
Matching Funds:
 

$48,792_______________________________ 
Total Project Costs:


$108,883
Project Area:
Lord Cove, Lower Connecticut River, Lyme, Connecticut 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station will restore 32-acres of coastal forest and a 4,000-ft stream corridor adjacent to Lord Cove on the lower Connecticut River to improve wildlife habitat and reduce erosion by eradicating invasive plants.
The Lord Cove watershed on the lower Connecticut River is a recognized Stewardship site in the Long Island Sound Study.  A collaborative team from The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, The Nature Conservancy, Audubon Connecticut, and Lord Creek Farm will eradicate a nearly continuous understory of invasive shrubs and vines, especially Japanese barberry at the site.  Japanese barberry forms dense thickets which can inhibit native plant populations, increase sediment and nutrient loading into adjacent streams, and is associated with increased risk of Lyme disease.   The project will use an innovative two-stage procedure to control Japanese barberry in a single season while minimizing soil disturbance and protecting existing native plants.  
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Acquisition of Former Griswold Airport in Madison, CT, #23932
Recipient:
The Trust for Public Land
LISFF Award:
 


$260,000 (EPA)
Non-Federal Funds:   


$0

Matching Funds:
 

$1,000,000____________________
Total Project Costs:


$1,260,000
Project Area:
Madison, Connecticut 

The Trust for Public Land will purchase and permanently protect 17.4 acres of tidal wetlands, grasslands, and coastal forest at the 42-acre former Griswold Airport.
The protected land is alongside Hammonasset Beach State Park, Connecticut's most popular state park, and adjacent to the Hammonasset/ Hammock River estuary, which is among the most productive in the state. Protecting the significant and unique natural features of Griswold Airport will provide a buffer for the wildlife and plant species that thrive in the estuary, while also ensuring opportunities for the landward migration of marsh habitat in the face of sea level rise.  The Griswold property includes prime wetland habitat and coastal forest, more than 400 feet of frontage on the Hammonasset River, and a 2,000-foot salt marsh border with the Hammonasset State Park. As part of the Atlantic Flyway, the Griswold land is an important migration stopover and feeding habitat for birds, recognized by Audubon Connecticut as an "Important Bird Area" of global significance. The land also serves as a key breeding ground for finfish in the Hammonasset River, which leads out to Long Island Sound. 

Finally, the site will offer recreation opportunities. People will be able to walk trails along the river and view a variety of birds, which will be drawn to restored grasslands.
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PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Coastal Grasslands Restoration at Caumsett State Park (NY) (#28588)
Recipient:
New York State Department of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation

Award:                                                                                                $ 39,466 
(EPA/FWS)

Matching Funds:
 


                                  
  $ 40,030________

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 79,496


Project Area:
Caumsett State Park, Lloyd Neck, NY 

The New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation will remove non-native plants and  restore 25 acres of native grassland habitat.  The project will provide habitat for breeding and wintering grassland  birds including: Eastern Meadowlark and Boblink.  The project will install 3 interpretive signs at the restoration site, and offer education programs for park visitors

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Restoration of Forests at Audubon's First Bird Sanctuary, Oyster Bay (NY) (#27926)
Recipient:
Audubon New York, Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and Audubon Center

Award:                                                                                                $ 34,977.27 (EPA/FWS)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 13,210________

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 48,187.27

Project Area:
 Oyster Bay, NY 

Audubon New York, Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and Audubon Center will remove non-native plants and restore a rare 14 acre old growth coastal forest comprised of American Tulip Tree, Oak, Red Maple, Beech, and Hickory trees.  Native plantings will restore successional forest, forest edge/meadows, and shaded understory/woodland floor areas within the sanctuary for birds and other wildlife. 

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Pequonnock River Apron Fish Passage Project (CT) (#28523)
Recipient:
Connecticut Fund for the Environment

Award:                                                                                                $ 59,172 (EPA/FWS)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 59,172____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 118,344

Project Area:   Pequonnock River, City of Bridgeport


Connecticut Fund for the Environment will install a step pool fish ladder through an existing concrete erosion apron installed in the Pequonnock River which is impeding upstream fish passage.  Installation of the fish ladder will remedy the problem and restore five miles of upstream river passage for migrating and spawning native fish -- alewife and blueback herring.   Project partners include the City of Bridgeport.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Long Beach West Invasives Species Control Project (CT) (#28729)
Recipient:
Town of Stratford

Award:                                                                                                $ 56,100  (EPA/FWS)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 9,486____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 65,586

Project Area:   Stratford, CT


The Town of Stratford will prepare a  management plan and implement invasives control at a 35-acre barrier beach, dunes, tidal wetlands and sand flats with the ultimate goal of restoration of habitat for important wildlife including Least Tern and Piping Plover.  Long Beach and the adjacent Pleasure Beach shelter a 700-acre estuarine system that provides one of the most critical areas for birds in Connecticut, represent 20% of the undeveloped barrier beach habitat in Connecticut and are located adjacent to the Great Meadows Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge.  Project partners include: US Fish and Wildlife Service, CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and Audubon Connecticut.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Long Cove Tidal Marsh Restoration (CT) (#28524)
Recipient:
Town of Guilford

Award:                                                                                                $ 49,250  (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 49,518____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 98,768

Project Area:   Guilford, CT


The Town of Guilford will restore 60 acres of tidal marsh by increasing the size of the culvert under Daniel Avenue from a 30" pipe to a 6'x4' box culvert to increase the flow of water, cause the die-off of invasive phragmites plants and allow for re-establishment of marsh grasses providing habitat to animals and large birds such as ducks, shorebirds, and wading birds.  The new culvert will also provide opportunities for fish to swim northward into the marsh environment providing food for the bird species. The renewed flooding of the marsh some areas may be converted to shallow pools, intertidal flats and ponds.
2012

Project Title: 
Rodman’s Neck Coastal Forest Restoration, Phase II (NY), #33072

Recipient: 
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation

Grant Amount: 
$100,000

Recipient Match: 
$216,000

Total Project Cost:
$316,000

Project Area:  Rodman’s Neck, Eastchester Bay, Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, NY 40.856815 and -73.801907

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation will restore or enhance approximately 42 acres replacing invasive plants with native coastal forest, and create a corps of 15 volunteers to steward the newly restored site.

The project will restore 42 acres of coastal forest, adding to the 65 acres already restored under a prior grant, both projects aimed at enhancing ecological function and connectivity in the region,  improving habitat for migratory birds on the coastal flyway, and reducing hydrological problems such as non-point source pollution, erosion, and sedimentation into Long Island Sound.  The project will remove invasive plants such as porcelainberry and multiflora rose and create a 15-member volunteer corps to restore and steward the area long-term. It will use various chemical control (cut stump, and where necessary, foliar spray applications) techniques aimed at the invasive plants.  All applications will be performed by NYS Department of Environmental Conservation certified commercial pesticide control specialists and be scheduled to minimize disturbance during breeding bird season.  Other areas will be cleared mechanically.  An estimated 10,000 tree and shrub seedlings, and 5,000 herbaceous plugs will be planted throughout the site by volunteers. Native plantings will include red, pin and black oak, tulip poplar, sweetgum trees; and spicebush, silky dogwood, and elderberry shrubs.  Interpretive signage will be posted to make these park visitors aware of the project and its benefits.  
More than three times the size of Central Park, Pelham Bay Park is New York City’s largest park, including within its boundaries a saltwater shoreline that hugs Long Island Sound.  Most of Pelham Bay Park is a Forever Wild Nature Preserve.  The Park is comprised of mature oak forest, meadows, salt marsh and rocky shoreline.  More than 400 species of wildlife make the Park home and migratory birds use it as an important stopover point along the Atlantic Flyway.  Surrounded by some of the city’s poorest neighborhoods the Park is a natural oasis for urban residents.

Project Title: 
Alley Pond Park Restoration and Stewardship (NY), #33206

Recipient: 
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation

Grant Amount: 
$100,000

Recipient Match: 
$200,000

Total Project Cost:
$300,000

Project Area: Alley Pond Park, Douglaston, Queens, NY 40.761041 and -73.747752

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation will restore or enhance approximately 49 acres replacing invasive plants with native coastal forest, and create a corps of 200 volunteers to steward the newly restored area.

The project will restore 49 acres of coastal forest aimed at enhancing ecological function and connectivity in the region, improving habitat for migratory birds on the coastal flyway, and reducing hydrological problems such as non-point source pollution, erosion, and sedimentation into the Long Island Sound.  The project will remove invasive plants such as porcelainberry and multiflora rose and create a 200-member volunteer corps to restore and steward the area long-term. It will use various chemical control (cut stump, and where necessary, foliar spray applications) techniques aimed at the invasive plants.  All applications will be performed by NYS Department of Environmental Conservation certified commercial pesticide control specialists and be scheduled to minimize disturbance during breeding bird season.  Other areas will be cleared mechanically.  An estimated 6,000 tree and shrub seedlings will be planted throughout the site by volunteers. Native plantings will include red, pin and black oak, tulip poplar, sweetgum trees; and spicebush, silky dogwood, and elderberry shrubs.  Interpretive signage will be posted to make these park visitors aware of the project and its benefits. The Alley Pond Environmental Center will also provide information about restoration efforts in the park.  
Alley Pond Park offers glimpses into New York’s geologic past, its colonial history, and its current conservation efforts. Because of its glacier-formed moraine, the park has numerous unique natural features, like its freshwater and saltwater wetlands, tidal flats, meadows, and forests, which create a diverse ecosystem and support abundant bird life.

Project Title: 
The "Marine Meadows" Eelgrass Restoration Program (NY/CT), #33008
Recipient: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Suffolk County
Grant Amount: 
$95,341

Recipient Match: 
$97,651

Total Project Cost:
$192,992

Project Area:  CT: Little Narragansett Bay, N 41° 19.838’ and W71° 53.228’, Clinton Harbor,  Deep N 41° 15.791’ and W 72° 31.760’, Clinton Harbor, Shallow N 41° 15.826’ and W72° 31.775’, St. Thomas Point, NY, N 41° 08.410’ and W72° 20.248’

Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Suffolk County will restore 1 acre of eelgrass and engage 400 volunteers in preparing materials for eelgrass transplant at 4 sites in CT and NY. 

This project will restore 1 acre of eelgrass and engage 400 volunteers in eelgrass transplant at 4 sites with the aim of ensuring survival of this important marine habitat in the face of climate change, sea-level rise and other threats.  The proposed project combats loss of marine meadows (eelgrass beds) through on-the ground/in-the-water restoration, while fostering stewardship and conservation of this natural resource among students and community members throughout New York and Connecticut.  The project will prepare 20,000 eelgrass shoots for transplant at 4 sites.  A “Marine Meadows Volunteer Crew” consisting of 200 volunteers will help produce thousands of specially designed burlap planting units.  This crew includes volunteers from: from SUNY Stony Brook; Boy Scouts, Peconic Dunes Summer Camp, and East End Disability Associates Day Habilitation Program.  Five workshops will train 150 land-based volunteers to weave eelgrass harvested from donor meadows into the burlap planting units, which are then deployed by divers at the restoration sites. Once planted in the bottom of the Sound, the root systems of the eelgrass shoots establish and the burlap biodegrades. Information about the project will be posted regularly to a Facebook page and the official website of the Eelgrass Program, www.seagrassli.org, will serve as a clearinghouse of scientific information.  Four signs will be displayed at public events and two permanent signs will be installed in high foot traffic public areas in both states.  

Project Title: 
Great Gull Island Management & Invasives Control Project (NY), #32632


Recipient: 
University of Connecticut



Grant Amount: 
$39,865.65

Recipient Match: 
$33,023

Total Project Cost:
$72,888.65

Project Area:  Great Gull Island is located between Long Island and Block Island Sound, in Suffolk County, NY.   It lies between Plum Island and Fishers Island 41° 12´ 08.79˝ N  and 72° 07´ 06.93˝ W

University of Connecticut will develop a management plan and engage volunteers to remove invasive, nuisance plants from 7 acres of the island to improve and increase Common and Roseate tern nesting habitat.  
This project will create a management plan for and remove invasive plants from 7 acres to increase nesting habitat for Common and Roseate tern at Great Gull Island.  The Island is owned by the American Museum of Natural History.  It is a Long Island Sound Study Stewardship Site.  Currently population estimates for Roseate terns on the Island is 1,300 pairs (one of the largest nesting concentration in the Western Hemisphere), and 9,500 pairs of Common terns (one of the largest concentrations in the world).  Seven acres of the nesting and open-ground habitat of these graceful threatened and endangered native seabirds are being overtaken by invasive, nuisance plants.  The invaders include: Asiatic bittersweet, common reed, honeysuckles, black swallow-wort, and Japanese knotweed.  Through a combination of herbicide application, ground landscape fabric, hand pulling and other early intervention activities, existing tern nesting habitat will be improved and new sites for nesting opened up. Herbicide application and type will used based upon when the birds return and depart off the island to avoid any negative impacts. Handouts with photographs of invasive/nuisance plant seedlings will be developed for museum staff and volunteers such that early intervention (hand pulling of seedlings) will be easy and efficient.  Monitoring of the management efforts will also occur to learn if there is an increase in numbers for either tern species after management.

Project Title: 
Fish Passage on the Farmington River (CT), #33338

Recipient: 
Farmington River Watershed Association, Inc.,

Grant Amount: 
$65,800

Recipient Match: 
$560,000

Total Project Cost:
$625,000 

Project Area: Farmington and Pequabuck Rivers, and the east and west branches of Salmon Brook, CT 54 min. 4.3 sec, longitude -72 deg. 45 min. 24.4 sec.

The Farmington River Watershed Association will remove a breached dam and its fragments to eliminate a barrier to fish passage and restore access to approximately 50 miles of historic spawning habitat for American shad, American eel and river herring.

The project will eliminate a physical/hydraulic barrier to fish passage & restore access to about 50 miles of historic spawning habitat for American Shad, American eel and river herring.  Spoonville Dam, breached in 1955, causes a bottleneck in the Farmington River where the remainder of the dam and the high water velocities in the breach block upstream passage of fish to historic spawning grounds.  An engineering design study in 2010 showed that passage for shad, and ultimately for river herring and American eel can be restored by full dam removal.  This removal will: a) eliminate the impassable concrete wall across most of the channel, b) distribute the river’s flow over a wider channel area, reducing typical spring flow velocities at the site now below the sustained swimming speeds of American shad, and alewife and blueback herring, and c) replace the smooth channel bottom with a substrate of bedrock, boulders, and large cobbles that provide low-flow rest spots for fish moving upstream.  Removal of three large dam fragments immediately downstream will restore the channel to its historic state and eliminate a serious hazard to swimmers and boaters.  Spawning habitat for shad will be restored in the mainstem and tributaries of the Farmington River.  The project will enhance the potential for increases in the breeding population of the fishery.  The removal will also contribute to upstream migration of river herring, after planned for replacement of the Rainbow Dam fish ladder with a fish lift.

Project Title: 
Roger’s Lake Fish Passage: Last Barrier to Alewives Run (CT), #32819

Recipient: 
Connecticut River Watershed Council, Inc.


Grant Amount: 
$85,777.50

Recipient Match: 
$85,528.00

Total Project Cost:
$171,305.50

Project Area:  Roger’s Lake, Mill Brook, Old Lyme, CT 41°21’01.51” N and 72°18’09.45” W
The Connecticut River Watershed Council, Inc. will install a fish ladder at Roger’s Lake opening up 260 acres of spawning and rearing habitat for alewife migrating up the Mill Brook from Long Island Sound.

This project will remove the third and last barrier to reestablishing an alewife run on the Mill Brook by opening up 260 acres of spawning and rearing habitat.  Rogers Lake a natural glacial coastal pond historically supported a native alewife fish run.   Early in the last century, dams were built both at the lake and downstream to support mills blocking passage of this native fishery.  To date, two fishways have been installed at the two lower dams and the run is slowly expanding passing approximately 9,000 fish annually. The CT DEEP estimates that the opening of Roger’s Lake as spawning and rearing habitat could increase the size of the alewife run by six figures in the Mill Brook once fish passage is re-established.  The grantee will work with the Town of Old Lyme to install the steeppass style fishway at Roger’s Lake which is similar in design and construction to the two downstream fishways already successfully passing fish on Mill Brook.  CT DEEP will monitor the success of the run.   A public kiosk will also be built at the site.    
Project Title: 
Calf Island Forest Restoration & Invasive Plant Control (CT), #32610


Recipient: 
Calf Island Conservancy, Inc.

Grant Amount: 
$22,000

Recipient Match: 
$27,771

Total Project Cost:
$49,771

Project Area: Calf Island Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, Greenwich, CT  40 degrees, 59' 35" North and 73 degrees 38' 22" West 
The Calf Island Conservancy will restore .05 acres of beach and 5 acres of coastal forest removing non-native invasive plants; and plant 100 native trees and shrubs to improve habitat for American oystercatchers, killdeer, egrets, and other birds.   

The project will restore .05 acres of sand and bolder beach by removing invasive plants such as Japanese knotweed and mile-a-minute to improve habitat for American oystercatcher, killdeer, migrating songbirds’ birds and roosting egrets.  Volunteers and US Fish and Wildlife Service will work together to restore 5 acres of coastal forest by manually pulling invasive plants and with selective application of herbicides to nuisance species; and by planting 100 native trees and shrubs afterwards keeping the area weed free by mowing, cutting and pulling at regular intervals.  Calf Island, part of the Stewart B McKinney National Wildlife Refuge has an area of 31.5 acres, located about 3,000 feet off Greenwich, CT.  Biologists have identified 28 nuisance plant species invading 50% of the Island.  This project targets three of the most pernicious invaders for control.  On Calf Island destruction of the native plants by invasives does permanent damage to signature habitat used by native birds including the American oystercatcher, ospreys, egrets and migrating song birds that stop off to rest and feed during migration along the Atlantic Flyway.

Planting native species of trees and shrubs on the island will increase diversity and provide nesting opportunities, rest areas and food for native birds.

Project Title: 
Restoring Coastal Forest & New England Cottontail (NEC) Habitat (CT), #33460

Recipient:  
Avalonia Land Conservancy Inc.



Grant Amount: 
$25,670

Recipient Match: 
$35,950

Total Project Cost:
$61,620

Project Area: Stonington, CT, 41.3949 N and -71.9408 W

The Avalonia Land Conservancy will restore 20 acres of early successional and coastal forest habitat to contribute to the recovery of New England cottontail (NEC) and other early successional wildlife species.

The project will restore 20 acres of coastal mixed hardwood forest located within a large block of contiguous forested habitat.  The site is within the Ledyard Coastal focus area identified as a priority area for conservation actions in the ‘NEC Conservation Strategy.’ The New England cottontail is the only rabbit native to Connecticut.   In the mid-1930s, the rabbits were still considered abundant.  However, as agricultural areas reverted to forest and these forests matured, the number of rabbits declined. There are several confirmed cottontails known to persist on the landscape w/in 2.6 -5 miles of site, making it an ideal location for habitat restoration.  There are also existing rock walls, shrub dominated wetlands, stream corridors, and a powerline right of way (ROW) that could serve as dispersal corridors in surrounding landscape.  As a candidate for federal endangered species status listing, the NEC is a high priority for conservation action in the region.  The project will remove overstory trees on either side of the existing power line ROW to create approximately 20 acres of suitable habitat.  The crowns and branches of trees will be left on site to create immediate cover in brush piles and deter deer browsing that could inhibit re-generation of trees and shrubs.  Avalonia Land Conservancy is working w/CT DEEP, Natural Resources Conservation Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service to identify best practices for management of the site to achieve high quality habitat.  A licensed professional forester will develop a forest management plan and a contractor will implement the plan.  Volunteers will provide a base line inventory, oversight, and conduct invasive species monitoring and treatment as needed.

