Long Island Sound Futures Fund

Public Awareness and Participation 2010-2012

2010

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Beach-nesting Bird Stewardship at Long Island Sound Study Sites on Eastern Long Island, #24331
Recipient:
National Audubon Society, Inc.  (Audubon New York)
LISFF Award:
 


$25,833 (FWS)
Matching Funds:
 

$11,527________________________________ 
Total Project Costs:


$37,360
Project Area:
Jamesport-Mattituck Creek, Plum Island, Gull Island, and Fishers Island, New York

National Audubon Society, Inc. will address beach-nesting bird monitoring and stewardship needs for remote yet critical breeding sites for the Piping Plover and Least Tern on eastern Long Island.
For over 20 years, conservation organizations and agencies on Long Island have conducted protective stewardship and monitoring of priority beach-nesting birds during the breeding months of April through August. While management activities and stewardship guidelines are in place to address threats to beach-nesting birds at sites across Long Island, some areas do not have consistency in year to year monitoring responsibilities due to their remote locations and/or access issues.  This project will expand active engagement at these sites by working with landowners and stakeholders to increase protection of and reduce threats to beach-nesting birds during the breeding season. 
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Solar Youth's Neighborhood Steward Teams Program, #24206
Recipient:
Solar Youth, Inc. 
LISFF Award:
 


$35,000 (EPA) 
Matching Funds:
 

$65,000_______________________________
Total Project Costs:


$100,000
Project Area:
New Haven, Connecticut

Solar Youth’s Neighborhood Steward Teams will deliver an after-school program engaging 62 youth to investigate the local ecology of their community, identify environmental issues that affect the health of people and the natural environment, and seek solutions through a process of problem-solving and youth led action, then teach what they have learned and accomplished to others through public education project.

This year’s program will focus on the Long Island Sound and be co-led by teenagers with Solar Youth staff for New Haven youth ages 9-13.  The program will run during two seasons (fall and spring), with six teams in four locations per season involving three New Haven middle schools and a housing development.   Students will deliver 40 community service and public education programs focused on environmental quality problems in their neighborhoods.   New Haven youth, most whom have had little to no environmental educational experiences in the past, will understand basic ecological concepts related to Long Island Sound, and become committed environmental stewards and the general public will learn about environmental issues associated with Long Island Sound as a result of Public Education Projects performed by Solar Youth participants.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Curbing Invasion Pathways through AIS Awareness, #23961
Recipient:
University of Connecticut, Connecticut Sea Grant
LISFF Award:
 
$33,123 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 $11,974______________________________
Total Project Costs:
$65,097
Project Area:
Boat access points and marinas primarily in Connecticut and on the  North Shore of Long Island, New York

The University of Connecticut, Connecticut Sea Grant will create and implement a social marketing campaign to educate marine boaters and anglers about aquatic invasives and to change behavior to minimize their potential role in causing new introductions.
Many boaters and anglers are unaware of the problems associated with invasive species in Long Island Sound and the pathways for introductions of those species from recreational boating and fishing.  The project will apply techniques used by commercial marketers, termed "social marketing." Rather than dictating the way that information is to be conveyed from the top-down, educators listen to the needs and desires of the target audience themselves, and build a program from there.  Like commercial marketing, the primary focus is on the consumer--on learning what boaters and anglers want and need rather than trying to persuade them about environmental goals.  The project aims to reduce new invasions by engaging these communities to properly dispose of bait and bait packing materials and changing hull maintenance practices to minimize transfer of invasive species.  Bait retailers will also be contacted to encourage them to put “Don’t Dump Bait” labels on purchases of live bait for marine use at point-of-sale.  
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Long Island Sound Urban Waterfront Education Program, #23627
Recipient:
New York City Parks and Recreation Urban Park Rangers

LISFF Award:
 

$33,672.50 (EPA) 
Matching Funds:
 
$70,109_______________________________ 
Total Project Costs:

$103,781
Project Area:
Fort Totten Park, Queens and Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, New York

The New York City Parks and Recreation Urban Park Rangers will provide 120 education and 60 outdoor recreation programs involving 3,000 students and 1,800 adults in four community service days in Fort Totten and Pelham Bay parks to increase public awareness/appreciation of and access to the Long Island Sound.
The Urban Park Rangers will integrate direct experiential, hands-on elements into their The Natural Classroom and Explorer programs to educate students and community members about the ecological services provided by the Long Island Sound, the threats it faces, and the conservation action necessary to restore and protect its health and living resources. Rangers will provide Explorer waterfront programs to introduce local community members to waterfront natural resources and increase public access to the Sound. In partnership with the American Littoral Society and the Million Trees NYC Program, Rangers will offer four Community Service Days as part of Explorer programs, where community members will have an opportunity to participate in an urban waterfront restoration project including a beach clean up or tree plantings, and learn how they can get involved in future Sound conservation efforts.   Rangers will address local issues such as pollution, pet waste, and wildlife feeding to educate students and the public about human induced negative impacts on the Sound. 

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Long Island Sound Curricula Outreach to Connecticut’s Inner Cities, #24362

Recipient:
Sea Research Foundation, Inc.

LISFF Award:
 

$28,949.20 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 
$22,937_______________________________

Total Project Costs:

$51,886.20 

Project Area:
Norwich, New London, and New Haven, Connecticut


The Sea Research Foundation, Inc. will reach 750 elementary and middle school students with an aim of increasing their knowledge of Long Island Sound and interest in protecting it.

The overarching goal of the project is to provide direct, hands-on experiences with the Long Island Sound environment and its inhabitants with the goal of inspiring a cadre of young people to become environmentally responsible citizens who will act to protect and conserve the Sound and its watershed.  The project is a year-long conservation science curriculum based on state and national science standards that turns Long Island Sound into a living laboratory for learning.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Manhasset Bay Boater Pollution Prevention, #24302
Recipient:
Town of North Hempstead 
LISFF Award:
 

$21,350 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 
$5,000________________________________

Total Project Costs:

$26,350 
Project Area:
Manhasset Bay, Town of North Hempstead, New York

The Town of North Hempstead, Manhasset Bay Protection Committee will conduct a comprehensive pollution prevention program targeted towards boaters using educational materials and pollution prevention devices. 
Manhasset Bay is one of the most active recreational harbors on the east coast. The Bay has over 1,000 resident boats at slips and on moorings. With its location near New York City and array of services to boaters, thousands of transients both regional and international call in each season.  The project will create a comprehensive pollution prevention outreach to boaters. The program will consist of both education and physical pollution prevention devices to be distributed in the Manhasset Bay area.   The project has several educational facets, including a waterproof brochure, Clean Boating Pledge, display, and a Clean Boating Event. Physical devices, bilge socks and fuel whistles, would be distributed. A professional spill response kit would be available for emergencies. Partnerships with the commercial marinas, yacht clubs, racing associations, and other groups would allow direct access to the boating community.  The goal is to directly reduce boating related pollutants with the devices and lessen future pollution via education on clean boating practices.  

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Environmental Education and Scientific Internship Program, #24036
Recipient:
Earthplace - The Nature Discovery Center, Inc.
LISFF Award:
 
$34,122.80 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 $48,264_______________________________
 Project Costs:

$82,836.80
Project Area:
Westport, New Canaan, Wilton, Ridgefield and the City of Norwalk; Norwalk Harbor, Silvermine, Five Mile, and Saugatuck Rivers, and Sherwood Island Millpond, Connecticut


The Earthplace – The Nature Discovery Center, Inc. will train and engage 50-60 high school students to monitor water quality on local rivers using modern instrumentation and then do analytical work associated with that monitoring in a state certified lab.

Harbor Watch/River Watch is a year round and consists of three segments. The first segment complements school science courses with extensive field and lab work and runs during the school year from September to May.  The second segment involves an internship program which allows high-school seniors to explore various “green-collar” careers.  The third segment allows students to volunteer during summer months with college interns working on specific environmental quality and conservation projects and runs for a month during May and June.   The overall program aims to allow students to work in supervised settings with real pollution problems, to analyze data, write scientific papers and present work to peers and public officials.  The polluted rivers in Fairfield County that drain into the Long Island Sound are used as training grounds for future scientists and serve as outdoor classrooms for high school students. Students enrolled in the program come from the Aqua Culture Center of Bridgeport, and Darien, Staples, Ludlow, Wilton, Weston, Norwalk and Brien McMahon high schools.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Guide to the Phytoplankton of Long Island Sound, #23622
Recipient:
The University of Connecticut, Connecticut Sea Grant
LISFF Award:
 

$6,982.20 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 
$947________________________________

Total Project Costs:

$7,929.20
Project Area:
Long Island Sound

The University of Connecticut, Connecticut Sea Grant will prepare an online guide showing photos and descriptions of common phytoplankton of Long Island Sound.   The guide will provide information about harmful algal bloom organisms and descriptions of ecology, importance,and physiology of phytoplankton.  The guide is widely used in schools surrounding the Long Island Sound in Connecticut and New York.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Estuary Celebration Weekends, #23874
Recipient:
Sea Research Foundation, Inc.
LISFF Award:
 
$9,911 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 $8,744________________________________
Total Project Costs:
$18,655
Project Area:
Mystic, Connecticut

The Sea Research Foundation, Inc. will host National Estuary Day  and Long Island Sound Day events over a weekend attracting 2,700 visitors focusing on increasing public awareness about the threats facing Long Island Sound and the abundance of its natural resources with a goal of increasing community connections with the Sound.  The project includes a beach clean-up, horseshoe crab watch, Long Island Sound estuary exploration, and activities.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Long Island Sound Day, #24290
Recipient:
National Audubon Society, Inc./Audubon New York
LISFF Award:
 
$9,995 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 $7,158________________________________
Total Project Costs:
$17,153
Project Area:
Oyster Bay, New York

The National Audubon Society, Inc./Audubon New York will host "Long Island Sound Day" at the Theodore Roosevelt Audubon Sanctuary and Center attracting 400 participants and focusing on the threats related to the Sound.  The project will also engage 100 volunteers in conservation projects around the Sound.
The purpose of Long Island Sound Day will be to raise Oyster Bay community awareness of the habitat, wildlife, and threats to the habitat and wildlife of the Long Island Sound through activities, games, exhibits, and programs. The event will be appropriate for children, adults, and families. Long Island Sound Day will also serve to recruit volunteers for subsequent Audubon New York-lead beach clean ups and string fencing installations for the protection of the area’s beach nesting birds. Additionally, this project aims to educate Oyster Bay residents about the threats to these birds and connect them to nature in their own community.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Coastal Classroom, #24291
Recipient:
City Parks Foundation 
LISFF Award:
 
$10,000 (EPA) 
Matching Funds:
 $25,000______________________________
Total Project Costs:
$35,000
Project Area:
The East River, in Astoria and Long Island City, Queens situated within the Long Island Sound watershed.

The City Parks Foundation will offer hands-on lessons to schools and local residents along the Queens waterfront, introducing concepts of river ecology, water quality, and waterfront restoration and preservation.

Coastal Classroom provides educational experiences on the East River waterfront, in Astoria and Long Island City, Queens, to 1,000 children and community members. It educates residents about river ecology, environmental challenges, and how human actions affect water health.  The program offers hands-on lessons to public school classes and community groups, and also holds community events and public workshops. It provides 20 in-classroom lessons and 80 outdoor lessons at waterfront parks in Queens (each class/community group receives a series of four lessons). Participants test water quality variables; enter the water, using waders, to observe wildlife; and collect flora and fauna for biodiversity sampling and identification. Additionally, Coastal Classroom will also hold a National Estuaries Day community-wide event with lessons tailored to focus on the importance of estuaries.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Solar Youth's Leaders in Training Program, #24415

Recipient:
Solar Youth, Inc.

LISFF Award:
 
$10,000 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 $10,000______________________________

Total Project Costs:
$20,000
Project Area:
City of New Haven, Connecticut


Solar Youth, Inc. will create opportunities for 10 urban youth to develop their leadership skills through engagement in environmental exploration and community service.

The purpose of Solar Youth’s Leaders in Training Program is to develop New Haven’s leading environmental stewards of tomorrow. The focus of this program during the spring of 2011 will be “The Long Island Sound.” It will take place for eight weeks, meeting twice a week, including several Saturdays. Between 6 and 10 youth aged 11 to 14 will participate. During the program, participants will learn about the ecology of the Sound through a series of at least six day-long explorations. They will also learn how to plan, implement and evaluate Community Service Action Projects that address environmental issues that relate to the Long Island Sound and its watershed.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Norwich Harbor - Thames River Interpretive Signage Project, #24231

Recipient:
City of Norwich Harbor Management Commission

LISFF Award:
 

$9,480 (EPA)
Matching Funds:
 
$0___________________________

Total Project Costs:

$9,480
Project Area:
City of Norwich, Connecticut


The City of Norwich Harbor Management Commission will prepare and install three signs depicting environmental themes concerning the Thames River watershed and Norwich Harbor.  

The signs will be placed at three separate locations providing significant public visibility on and near the City's waterfront. The signs will include information about the relationship of the City's waterways and watershed to Long Island Sound.  The project will help promote and enhance public enjoyment of the City's harbor and waterways, and provide educational benefits in an urban setting that currently lacks interpretive signage related to the City's harbor and waterways. 
2011

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
 Adopt-a-Trout: Promoting Community-Based Stewardship (NY) (#28274)
Recipient:
Hofstra University

Award:                                                                                                $ 34,978 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 45,598_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 80,576

Project Area:   Hofstra University; Shu Swamp, North Shore Wildlife Sanctuary,  and Cleft Road, Town of Mill Neck


Hofstra University will engage students from 15 schools to  raise 230 mature and juvenile brook trout, a native fishery of Long Island,  and release tagged fish into Shu Swam Preserve their only known spawning ground in Nassau County.  Students will monitor trout life cycle using telemetry to understand their habitat needs and migration patterns into fresh and brackish water allowing them to become citizen scientists.  Hofstra students, faculty, community groups and Trout Unlimited volunteers will also track movements of tagged fish and assess stream conditions.  A public lecture and teacher workshop will be offered about the project.  Partners include: Trout Unlimited and Friends of the Bay.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Great Egret Foraging Science Education Project  (NY) (#28639)
Recipient:
Rocking the-Boat, Inc.
Award:                                                                                                $ 20,000 (FWS)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $10,000_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 30,000

Project Area:   Bronx River, South Bronx, NY


Rocking-the-Bay will train 64 high school students to conduct regular surveys of the wading bird population  particularly herons and egrets at six different sites along the Bronx River.  The project is designed to teach hands-on science methods  using the foraging habits of the  birds; and the data collected are used to determine sites for future restoration of habitat for waterbirds in New York City.  Project partners include New York City Audubon.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Sound Experiences: From Ship-to-Shore  (NY) (#28358)
Recipient:
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Award:                                                                                                $ 35,000 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $17,225_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 52,225

Project Area:   Oyster Bay and Schools in Nassau and Suffolk Counties, NY


Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County will provide 24 groups of 575 students (grades 4-8), from schools in underserved communities in Suffolk and Nassau Count,  with direct educational experiences about the Long island Sound through field investigations on the beach and in the salt marsh, and aboard a restored oyster sloop.  Partners include the Waterfront Center in Oyster Bay.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
 BYOB- Bring Your Own Bag  (NY) (#28447)
Recipient:
Citizens Campaign for the Environment

Award:            



     $ 25,000.40 (EPA)

Matching Funds:                                      $ 30,000_____

Total Project Costs:
                             $ 55,000.40

Project Area:   Northport and Port Jefferson, NY


Citizens Campaign for the Environment will implement a pilot campaign to reduce plastic pollution into waterways to encourage 500 residents to use reusable bags instead of throw-a-way disposable plastic bags in two communities within Long Island Sound Watershed  The project will produce a short video PSA, distribute 2,500 brochures in targeted areas, work with local businesses to ensure “prompts” are displayed in local shops and encourage residents to pledge  to stop using plastic bags.  

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  An Online Guide to Responding to Impervious Cover Regulation (CT) (#28580)
Recipient:
University of Connecticut, Center for Land Use Education and Research
Award:                                                                                             $ 60,000  (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 29,537__

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 89,537

Project Area:   Communities throughout CT in the LIS Watershed

The University of Connecticut will create a multi-media website to provide guidance to local government to allow it to proactively respond to state standards that will require those entities address the extent of imperviousness (i.e., roadways, sidewalks, buildings etc) in their watersheds  as a means to to address pollution resulting from many currently indistinquishable sources that flow over paved, impervious area into waterways.  The website will provide information and “lessons learned” from the first impervious Total Maximum Daily Load project Eagleville Brook in Mansfield, Connecticut.   The website will enable communities to respond more quickly and efficiently to new standards, increase the adoption of green infrastructure practices that reduce the impact of imperviousness, and  decrease pollution into the Long Island Sound.  

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Restoration of the Lower Portage Trail (#28841)
Recipient:
New York Botanical Garden

Award:                                                                                             $ 100,000 (WalMart)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 750,000___

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 850,000

Project Area:   Bronx River, Bronx, NY


The New York Botanical Garden will restore the Lower Portage Trail along the Bronx River.  180 linear feet of shoreline will be treated to remove invasive species and portions of shoreline and upland slope planted with native, species.  Impermeable asphalt pavement will be removed and  1,100 square foot of permeable pavement installed to detain and reduce the flow of pollution into the river.  Public access to the site will be improved with 1,000 square foot of canoe portage attracting 100 boaters annually.  Twenty volunteers will help install the project and 12 school groups will visit the site annually to learn about the ecology of the Bronx River. Project partners include: Sustainable South Bronx.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Creature Encounters (CT) (#28582)
Recipient:
The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
Award:                                                                                             $ 34,890  (EPA)

                                 

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 37,021_

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 71,911

Project Area:   All Connecticut

The Maritime Aquarium will continue its live animal series, “Creature Encounters” which will to address the issue of nonpoint source pollution and its effects on the animals and habitats of Long Island Sound. Aquarium staff will present the series to more than 95,000 visitors.  Creature Encounters is a Aquarium station hosted by trained educators and designed to present general Aquarium visitors with both informal and scheduled educational experiences that are consistently enjoyable, informative, accurate and personalized.  Live animals are presented as hosts and protagonists to engage children and adults, while educators ask visitors to adopt simple changes  in their lives to protect habitat and wildlife with a goal of engaging 35,000 visitors in pledges to make those changes.  Partners include: Splash Car Wash.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Raising Awareness of Rising Sea-levels in Coastal Marshes (CT) (#28726)
Recipient:
Yale University

Award:                                                                                            $ 35,000  (EPA)

                                 

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 39,447_

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 74,447

Project Area:   New Haven and West Haven, CT


Yale University will involve 25 high school students  and 5 student interns  from urban schools in a research project investigating marshes along the Connecticut coast of Long Island Sound.   This interdisciplinary study has multiple facets, including experiments to determine how salt marshes respond to warming, geological reconstructions of past salt marsh accretion, and coastal resilience planning. Students will use knowledge from their interactions with scientists to help create a museum exhibit to educate the public about Connecticut salt marshes and sea-level rise. The exhibit will be displayed at the Yale Peabody Museum.  Project partners include: The Nature Conservancy.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  SoundWaters Public Engagement Sails Connecting LIS (CT) (#28459)
Recipient:
SoundWaters Inc.

Award:                                                                                             $ 34,486 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 34,767__

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 69,253

Project Area:   Long Island Sound Ports in Connecticut and New York.

SoundWaters will lead 30 hands-on educational sails stopping in 10 ports aboard the schooner SoundWaters and discussing the impacts of floatable (plastic bags, bottles etc.) and other pollution on the Sound  to engage pledges of  stewardship by participants in the cruises.  1,050 adults and children will be reached through the sails. Project partners include Aspetuck Land Trust, Hempstead Harbor Protection Committee, Long Island North Shore Heritage Area, Saybrook Point Marina, and Westchester Land Trust.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Diving Deeper: Children's Sound Programs at Common Ground (CT) (#28659)
Recipient:
New Haven Ecology Project, Inc. / Common Ground

Award:                                                                                             $ 15,024 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 14,186__

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 29,210

Project Area:   City Park, New Haven, CT

Diving Deeper is a two-pronged, year-long strategy for engaging 1000 children and 500 families and community members about the Long Island Sound and watershed protection.   Both during the school year and over the summer, children will experience their piece of the Long Island Sound watershed first-hand: through hands-on, minds-on exploration of Wintergreen Brook and Lake Wintergreen, the parts of this watershed closest to their own lives and neighborhoods. Through direct experience and facilitated activities, they will come to understand how their own actions and the waterways in their backyards connect directly to Long Island Sound.   Project partners include: Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Riparian Corridors and the Pequonnock River Watershed (CT) (#28174)
Recipient:
University of Connecticut

Award:                                                                                             $ 34,999.08  (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 4,748__

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 39,747.08

Project Area:   Pequonnock River Watershed, Fairfield County, CT and Monroe, Trumbull, and Bridgeport, CT

The University of Connecticut will develop and conduct workshops presenting the value of riparian corridors in three Pequonnock River Watershed towns with a goal of restoring and protecting critical stream and estuarine habitats, water quality and stream integrity.  Riparian plant lists and fact sheets will be distributed about riparian site preparation and how to plant these areas such that municipalities, land trusts, and homeowners can improve and restore riparian corridors. 

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title: Friends of the Bay Water Quality Monitoring Report (NY) (#28192)
Recipient:
Friends of the Bay

Award:                                                                                                $ 6,440 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 79,965_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 86,395

Project Area:  Oyster Bay/Cold Spring Harbor Estuary, NY


Friends of the Bay will organize program results from water quality monitoring of the Oyster Bay/Cold Spring Harbor Estuary into a report to be made available on the organizational website and distributed to public agencies including the Nassau County Department of Health and the New York  State Department of Environmental Conservation to inform management of this area for public health, recreation and natural resources.  Friends of the Bay will use Facebook, twitter and Constant Contact, to make the public aware of the report. 

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
 Festival of Little Neck Bay and Long Island Sound (NY) (#28444)
Recipient:
Alley Pond Environmental Center

Award:                                                                                                $ 4,999.71 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 5,000_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 9,999.71

Project Area:   Douglaston, NY


The  Alley Pond Environmental Center will plan and conduct a National Estuaries Day and a Little Neck Bay/Long Island Sound Festival engaging 1,500 participants and featuring boat tours about Long Island Sound natural resources, and exhibitions and conservation activities designed to raise awareness about the value of estuaries in communities.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Coastal Classroom on the East River, Long Island City and Astoria (NY) (#28707)
Recipient:
City Parks Foundation

Award:                                                                                                $ 10,000 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                    $ 10,000_____

Total Project Costs:



                                    $ 20,000

Project Area:   Long Island City and Astoria Waterfronts, NY


The City Parks Foundation will offer approximately 100 lessons to schools and local residents along the Queens waterfront, introducing concepts of river ecology, water quality, and waterfront restoration and preservation, in addition to hosting National Estuaries Day.  Partners include: New York City Department of Parks and Restoration.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Byram River Eel Passage and Volunteer Eel Restoration (CT) (#28271)
Recipient:
Town of Greenwich, Connecticut

Award:                                                                                             $ 3,498.02 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 1,500

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 4,998.02

Project Area:
Below the first dam on the Byram River in Greenwich, CT

The Town of Greenwich, CT will install an eel pass below the first dam on the Byram River, and   volunteers will collect eels and reintroduce the eels to their native habitat upstream of multiple dams on the Byram River.  Eels will be reintroduced to 10 miles of historic habitat and 200 Greenwich High School students will be educated on the importance of eels. Project partners include: Greenwich Audubon Society and Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:  Celebration of Our Woods and Streams: Links to LIS (CT) (#28662)
Recipient:
Land Trust of Darien, Inc. 

Award:                                                                                             $ 3,000 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 2,620

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 5,620

Project Area:
Daien Land Trust Presrve, Dunlap Woods and Sellacks Woods, Darien, CT


The Darien Land Trust will hold an educational celebration attracting 500 participants at their 50-acre preserve with a focus on raising awareness of non-point source pollution in Long Island Sound and how residents can solve the problem. The event will emphasize role of reducing water pollution by creating a 3-mile trail system with: seven different habitats represented, a watershed exhibit, habitat story boards, activities for all ages and a field guide.  Project partners include:Friends of Sellecks Woods.
PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title: Estuary Health Program (CT) (#28405)
Recipient:
Sea  Research Foundation, Inc.

Award:                                                                                             $ 7,165.70 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 6,678

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 13,843.70

Project Area:
Mystic Aquarium and Bluff Point State Park, Mystic, CT


The Sea Research Foundation, Inc. will host the National Estuary Day and Long Island Sound Day celebration weekends with its beach clean-ups and horseshoe crab walks to increase public awareness about threats facing Long Island Sound.  A projected 500 participants will join the two celebrations at the Aquarium; 150 participants will join in the coastal cleanup; 50 horseshoe will engage in crab monitoring; and 300 educators will attend the educator open house with 3,000 visiting students  will use self-guided materials of the Aquarium focused on understanding the importance of estuaries and specifically the Long Island Sound.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title: Beardsley Zoo's "Trout in the Classroom" Project (CT) (#28712)
Recipient:
Connecticut Zoological Society, Inc.

Award:                                                                                             $ 7,000 (EPA)

Matching Funds:
 


                                 $ 14,000

Total Project Costs:



                                 $ 21,000

Project Area:
Beardsley Zoo and the lower Pequonnock River in Bridgeport, CT 

Connecticut Zoological Society, Inc. will engage students and the public to learn about the interrelationship between Long Island Sound and the lower Pequonnock River through the raising and release of brook and brown trout through 2 signs at the Zoo, e-newsletters, partner websites, and public access cable.  Project partners include: Trout Unlimited.

PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title: Norwalk Harbor Interpretive Signage Project (CT) (#28702)
Recipient:
City of Norwalk Harbor Management Commission

Award:                                                                        $ 9,480 (EPA)

Total Project Costs:



            $ 9,480

Project Area:
 City Marina, Veteran's Park Walkway, and the Dunavan Boating Center in Norwalk, CT

The City of Norwalk Harbor Management Commission will prepare and install three wayside signs in prominent locations in Norwalk Harbor providing information on the natural environment of Norwalk and the Long Island Sound. The 2x3 signs will educate residents on the ecological relationships between Norwalk Harbor and the greater Norwalk River watershed.  Project partners include: Norwalk Recreation and Parks Department and Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
2012

Project Title: 
Randall's Island Wetlands Stewardship Program (NY), #32960


Recipient: 
Randall’s Island Park Alliance


Grant Amount: 
$35,000

Recipient Match: 
$115,000

Total Project Cost:
$150,000

Project Area: Randall’s Island Park, New York, NY 40⁰47’49.64‖ N, 73⁰54’56.35‖ W

The Randall’s Island Park Alliance will engage 2400 students from 35 schools and 800 volunteers in enhancement and monitoring of and education about a 9 acre salt marsh and freshwater wetland.  800 volunteers will plant 500 trees on 2 acres and remove invasive plants.   

The project will engage 2,400 students from 35 schools and 800 volunteers in enhancement and monitoring of and education about a 9 acre salt marsh and freshwater wetland.  800 volunteers will plant 500 trees on 2 acres and remove invasive plants.   The project twill conduct on-site courses and 360 wetland tours about salt marsh and freshwater marsh exploration, oyster gardening, water quality, and plant, bird and insect studies.  The recently restored salt marsh and freshwater wetland offer a unique opportunity for residents of New York City to explore and learn from the natural world.  The project is only a short walk across a footbridge or bus ride from under-resourced and densely populated communities in Harlem and the Bronx.   Randall’s Island Park is a 480-acre island located in New York City’s East River between East Harlem, the South Bronx, and Astoria Queens.

Project Title: 
Student Watershed Initiative- Smithtown Bay thru Mt Sinai (NY), #32786 


Recipient: 
Friends of Flax Pond, Inc.



Grant Amount: 
$35,000

Recipient Match: 
$70,002

Total Project Cost:
$105,002

Project Area: Smithtown Bay to Mt Sinai (NY)   Westerly direction W 73o 17’ 6” (Commack/Kings Park) and W 73o 01’ 7.68” (Mount Sinai) and Northerly direction N 40o 51’ 48.96” and N 40o 58’17.76” (Long Island Sound shore line)

The Friends of Flax Pond will conduct an education and social marketing program for 120 high school students, 6 teachers and 18 adult volunteers from 6 communities to build knowledge and increase stewardship of Long Island Sound.

The project will engage 120 high school students, 6 teachers and 18 adult volunteers from 6 communities in research and hands-on projects to build their understanding of the ecological concepts and issues affecting Long Island Sound.  The project will conduct program surveys to assess community’s awareness, attitudes and behaviors.  Using information collected in the surveys, the students will conduct community service environmental stewardship projects aimed at building awareness.  Information will be provided to the communities at 6 informational demonstration sites such as 1.75 acres of planned raingardens and through 80+ events.  These activities are expected to reach a minimum of 400 community members and deploy a social marketing campaign to build community awareness, understanding and stewardship behaviors to support reduction of non-point source pollution entering Long Island Sound in the Smithtown Bay through Mt. Sinai Harbor Areas.  The project will involve active social media outreach in blogs.  
Project Title: 
Festival of Little Neck Bay and Long Island Sound On National Estuaries Day (NY), #32529

Recipient: 
Alley Pond Environmental Center, Inc.


Grant Amount: 
$8,000

Recipient Match: 
$8,000

Total Project Cost:
$16,000 

Project Area: Alley Pond Park, Douglaston, Queens, NY 40.761041 and -73.747752

Alley Pond Environmental Center will conduct a National Estuaries Day and Little Neck Bay/Long Island Sound Festival for 1,500 participants, featuring boat tours, exhibits and activities designed to educate the public about the value of estuaries.
The project will conduct a festival to celebrate National Estuaries Day emphasizing the estuaries of Little Neck Bay and Long Island Sound.  The purpose of this event is to educate the 1,500 members of the public about the resources and benefits of estuaries as well as the human impacts affecting them and what can be done to protect them.  To do this the festival will have many activities for schools, children, teachers, and the general public.  Interpretive canoe and boat rides on the Bay, governmental agencies related to water will exhibit and share information and other exhibitors, speakers, walk and clean up leaders, will emphasize the importance of these estuaries.  The outcomes for this educational event include learning more about the estuarine ecosystems and their resources, benefits and problems and to help people understand how they can help these bountiful ecosystems.  Follow-up presentations will be made to three elementary schools to allow children to learn and become responsible about estuaries.  The children will be asked to write a poem or essay or draw a picture to show what they learned about this topic. 

Project Title: 
Water Access, Invasive Control & Environmental Signs (NY) #32824

Recipient: 
Committee to Save the Bird Homestead, Inc.

Grant Amount: 
$10,000

Recipient Match: 
$11,980

Total Project Cost:
$21,980

Project Area:  Bird Homestead-Meeting House as Blind Brook meets Milton Harbor, Rye, NY 40.9607 and -73.6892 

The Committee to Save the Bird Homestead will remove invasive plants, construct a public kayak access, and install educational signage about Long Island Sound at the Bird Homestead attracting 1,000 visitors.  The project will initiate a Blue Trail in Westchester County.


The project will design and construct a kayak access point for free public use behind the Bird Homestead-Meeting House historic enclave, which borders Blind Brook as it enters Long Island Sound at Milton Harbor. The project will start with clearing the access path of poison ivy and other woody and herbaceous invasive vegetation identified by the project’s naturalist, as well as removing a storm-damaged, semi-uprooted trees and manmade debris. No herbicides will be used.  A weatherproof sign explaining the ecosystem will be mounted for self-guided education by the access path. It will include information about the salt-marsh and mud-flat habitat bordering the Blind Brook estuary, including marsh grasses and marsh elder, wildlife, such as fiddler crabs, ribbed mussels, salt marsh snail, wading birds, such as egrets and herons, coastal migrants, such as yellow legs, sandpipers, and plovers, wintering ducks, and anadromous fish.  The access path will be constructed of granite stepping stones. The launch will be primarily constructed of salvaged lumber. No chemically treated lumber will be used. Floatation devices underneath will accommodate the rise and fall of the tide. Kayakers will be able to launch or tie-up.  The sign will be read by kayakers and by those using the site for passive recreation, attendees of cultural events at the historic buildings, and by students from K-5 on field trips.  The first leg of a county blue trail, the enhanced access is expected to attract 1,000 visitors

Project Title: 
Urban Schoolyard Habitat Partnership (CT), #33041


Recipient: 
Audubon Connecticut


Grant Amount: 
$34,757.16

Recipient Match: 
$104,837.00

Total Project Cost:
$139,574.16 

Project Area: 5 Schoolyards and Cove Island Park, Stamford and Lighthouse Point Park, New Haven, 41.1276 and -73.2610 

Audubon Connecticut will develop a model initiative for 5 urban schools and with 950 students and 42 teachers to create 4.5 acres of habitat for birds in schoolyards and local parks that can be used as a basis for classroom instruction about the natural world and Long Island Sound.  1,200 people from Stamford and New Haven, including families from the target schools, will attend migratory bird festivals and learn how they can make a difference to improve Sound health.

This project will help 5 schools restore 4.5 acres of forest, meadow and wetland for birds in urban schoolyards and local parks involving 950 students and 42 teachers.  This project will also improve stop-over habitat for migratory songbirds at key migratory stop-over locations at such as Cove Island and Lighthouse Point Park near the schools. The habitat will benefit neotropical songbirds (flycatchers, warblers, hummingbirds, wood thrush, orioles etc.) and wintering birds (hawks, finches, swallows).  The partnership was developed by Audubon in concert with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Connecticut Department of Education, and the Stamford School District.  Audubon provides the expertise in place-based nature education, teacher training, and strong relationships with schools in urban communities; US Fish and Wildlife Service offers the technical expertise of agency staff in restoration, and provides their publication, “USFWS Schoolyard Habitat Guide” to guide the restoration; and the Connecticut Department of Education and Stamford School District will help ensure that curricular materials are aligned with state standards and reflect best practices in environmental education, and disseminate the program to additional schools beyond the pilot phase.  Each school will be provided with guidance, training, and resources to restore habitat for wildlife on the school grounds, integrate place-based nature education into the curriculum, and provide hands-on opportunities for students to take environmentally-friendly actions at home and in their communities.  The project aims to have a positive impact on student achievement, physical activity and health, and attitudes toward nature and the outdoors.   1,200 people from Stamford and New Haven, including families from the target schools, will attend migratory bird festivals and learn how they can make a difference to improve Sound health.

Project Title: 
Establishing an Organic Lawn Care Certificate Program (CT), #33063

Recipient: 
Northeast Organic Farming Association of Connecticut

Grant Amount: 
$32,000.81

Recipient Match: 
$32,633.00

Total Project Cost:
$62,633.81

Project Area: CT Statewide. Courses at Manchester Community College, Manchester, CT and Three Rivers Community College, Norwich, CT 41.3835 and -73.1828 
The Northeast Organic Farming Association of Connecticut will educate 100 lawn care practitioners and expand alternative, non-chemical lawn care services for consumers all aimed at reducing fertilizer pollutants into Long Island Sound.
The project will educate 100 lawn care practitioners and expand alternative, non-chemical lawn care services for consumers.  The course is designed for small lawn care technicians, small business owners, sole proprietors and municipal workers who maintain lawns and landscapes.   This project seeks to meet the unique needs of these professionals and to offer a lower cost, one or two-day educational course which provides a focus on lawn care. By providing this certificate course, the program will expand the numbers of organic lawn care providers and the reduction of non-point source pollution in the Long Island Sound.  The project has two goals.  The first is to provide an affordable, accessible, short course which offers a marketable credential – the NOFA Organic Lawn Care Certificate- upon course completion.  The second is to gather information from both attending and prospective students to identify both the barriers and catalysts for change regarding the adoption and implementation of organic lawn care practices. Survey results will be used to improve the effectiveness of this course for future productions and to guide course marketing strategies.

Project Title: 
Project Limulus-A Community Outreach & Education Program (CT), #33343



Recipient: 
Sacred Heart University


Grant Amount: 
$24,730

Recipient Match: 
$63,148

Total Project Cost:
$87,878

Project Area: CT, RI, and NY coasts of Long Island Sound 40°50'41.34"N, 73°46'15.41"W to 41°18'12.58"N, 71°51'37.56"W

Sacred Heart University will conduct an outreach, education and data collection program in12 communities involving 600 volunteers and 20 K-12 schools about American horseshoe crabs.

The project will conduct an outreach, education and data collection program in 12 communities involving 600 volunteers and 20 K-12 schools about American horseshoe crabs.  It will recruit and train new “Citizen Scientists” to collect data about adult movement patterns, site fidelity, sex ratio, spawning behavior, and effective dispersal distances of the species.  Children and adults will learn about the importance of horseshoe crabs -- an amazing resource of Long Island Sound.  The Citizen Scientists will work directly with university scientists and collect data for studies that inform species management by public agencies.  Annual data collection is imperative in order to follow changes in the numbers of spawning adults particularly since harvest pressures and the quality of salt marsh, beach and offshore habitats in the Sound are changing and causing a decline in the crabs.  The project provides tagging kits and trains teachers and students about how to tag horseshoe crabs.  It also provides lesson plans developed for grades K-12 that use data collected to teach and to meet mathematics and science standards. These plans are freely available on a website.  Project partners include: CT Audubon Society, Maritime Aquarium, SoundWaters, The Nature Conservancy, Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center, Bruce Museum, Edith Read Wildlife Sanctuary and the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  

Project Title: 
Long Island Sound Curricula Outreach (CT), #32788


Recipient: 
Sea Research Foundation, Inc.


Grant Amount: 
$30,603.20

Recipient Match: 
$31,743.00

Total Project Cost:
$62,346.20

Project Area: Norwich, New London, and New Haven, CT schools 41.3734 and -71.9527

The Sea Research Foundation will engage 700 students from 3 at-risk urban school districts aiming to increase students' knowledge and protection of Long Island Sound.

The project will engage 700 youth from 3 at-risk urban school districts in educational, hands-on explorations focusing on the topic of human impact on the environment.  This multidisciplinary program has 4 components: an educator workshop, a classroom visit, a coastal field study, and a trip to Mystic Aquarium. Together, these components provide for a year-long science curriculum for students. Students build core academic skills and discover how coastal regions are increasingly threatened by natural and manmade factors. The overarching goal of this program is to inspire young people to become environmentally-responsible citizens who will act to protect and conserve the Sound and its watershed, through direct, hands-on experiences with its environment and inhabitants.  The program is based on state and national science standards, and turns the Sound into a living laboratory for learning core scientific concepts and gaining respect for this invaluable natural resource.  Students will also visit Hammonasset and Bluff Point Parks, and the Tributary Mill Conservancy.
Project Title: 
Estuary Health Program (CT), #32799

Recipient: 
Sea Research Foundation, Inc.


Grant Amount: 
$7,110.50

Recipient Match: 
$6,678.00

Total Project Cost:
$13,788.50

Project Area: Mystic Aquarium, Bluff Point State Park, and be available to communities throughout Connecticut 41.3734 and -71.9527
The Sea Research Foundation, Inc. will host National Estuary Day and Long Island Sound Day celebration weekends with its beach clean-ups and horseshoe crab walks to increase public awareness about threats facing Long Island Sound.  A projected 500 participants will join the two celebrations at the Aquarium; 150 participants will join in the coastal cleanup; 50 people will engage in crab monitoring; 300 educators will attend an open house; and 3,000 visiting students  will use self-guided materials of the Aquarium focused on understanding the importance of estuaries and specifically Long Island Sound.

The project will host 2,000 people at National Estuary and Long Island Sound Day, for beach clean-ups, horseshoe crab monitoring, 300 educators will attend a forum, and 3,000 students from 50 schools will use self-guided materials to learn about Sound resources.  The project aims to promote year-round conservation and education about Long Island Sound, including to people who may not live along the coast but whose actions still impact estuaries.   The project will develop estuary education materials for online and social media distribution to further reach individuals who may not be able to participate in Aquarium programming.  Last year, nearly 9,000 individuals were directly reached by the project through their participation in the Estuary Health Program, a number that is expected to grow with a direct effort in promoting estuary health via online tools.

Project Title: 
Connecticut River Museum Environmental Education (CT), #32746


Recipient: 
Connecticut River Museum



Grant Amount: 
$7,226

Recipient Match: 
$15,750

Total Project Cost:
$ 22,976

Project Area: Connecticut River Museum, Connecticut River, Essex, CT  41.3534° N and 72.3906° W
The Connecticut River Museum will present 200 Environmental Education Programs to connect 2,650 youth to the Connecticut River ecosystem with hands-on programs on vessels and island in school workshops, summer camps and vacation programs.


The project will offer 200 educational workshops and summer adventure camp to 2,650 children at the Connecticut River Museum to get them out on the water, interacting directly with the Connecticut River to become citizen scientists.   Each program emphasizes the connection between people and the environment– past, present and future, through study of the River.  Activities are also conducted in the museum galleries and through lab projects in the boathouse education center.   The programs travel across the state, bringing education about the River to classrooms that cannot travel to the Museum. The Museum offers vacation workshops and Summer Adventure Camp.  Children from throughout the lower Connecticut River Valley and towns along the Long Island shore attend camp there.  Each of these programs gives children a chance to explore the River’s shoreline, visit Nott and Seldon Islands, and take trips on partner vessels up the River. Children learn about the River flora and fauna, geologic history, social history, and the ecosystem of the lower tidal River.  The Environmental Education Programs aims to provide children from communities across Connecticut with an opportunity to discover New England's largest river through a wide range of activities in the Museum, off the Museum docks, along the shoreline, on vessels and at their schools; and to develop skills in place-based learning by encouraging students to explore their natural environment.

Project Title: 
Connecticut River Coastal Estuary Cleanup & Education (CT), #33066

Recipient: 
Connecticut River Watershed Council, Inc.



Grant Amount: 
$4,485

Recipient Match: 
$5,220

Total Project Cost:
$9,705

Project Area: Connecticut River towns between the mouth of the river and East Haddam, CT  41.3808 and -72.3805
The Connecticut River Watershed Council will conduct its ‘Annual Source to Sea Cleanup’ mobilizing 100 volunteers in the Connecticut River's coastal estuary to remove 3,000 lbs. of garbage from shorelines and educate the public about clean water.


The project will mobilize and coordinate 100 adults and children as volunteers to remove trash from the water and shore in the coastal estuary as part of the our 16th Annual Source to Sea Cleanup.  This will immediately reduce threats to wildlife and natural habitats from garbage and refuse.   The event will be publicized through social media, traditional print and on-line media, email, and announcements on web site.   The project will partner with regional groups such as the Connecticut River Museum and Save the Sound and link the event to National Estuaries Day 2012.

Project Title: 
Mianus River Streambank Restoration (CT), #33014


Recipient: 
Friends of Mianus River Park




Grant Amount: 
$3,000

Recipient Match: 
$3,000

Total Project Cost:
$6,000

Project Area: Mianus River Park, Stamford, CT 41.0807 and -73.5812

The Friends of Mianus River Park will remove invasive plants and restore .5 acres of riverbank using "Live stakes" and native wetland plants to stem silt flow into Mianus River which flows into Long Island Sound.

This project will restore .5 acres of riverbank by removing invasive plants and vegetating with "Live stakes" and native wetland plants.   Invasive plants to be removed include: Winged euonymusm, oriental bittersweet, Japanese knotweed and garlic mustard.  The native species being planted include: Sweet Flag, Fringed Sedge, Hop Sedge etc.  “Live stakes” planted in spring 2012 are willows and dogwoods.  If the existing live stakes flourish, more will be planted at the site.  The project will also involve fencing the restoration site as Mianus River Park is an urban forest heavily used for fishing, walking, cycling and education.  The stream-bank is eroded and compacted for this reason.

Project Title: 
  Norwich Harbor Canoe and Kayak Trail (CT), #33240


Recipient:
 City of Norwich Harbor Management Commission
  



Grant Amount: 
$8,130.00


Recipient Match: 
$4,530.00

Total Project Cost:
$12,660

Project Area: Yantic and Shetucket Rivers and Downtown Norwich, CT  41.5220, and 

-72.0777

The City of Norwich Harbor Management Commission will identify a network of mapped water trails for canoeing and kayaking, distribute 2,500 interpretive trail maps, and install 1 exhibit panel about the resources of Long Island Sound.

The project will establish a network of water trails for canoeing and kayaking in the Yantic, Shetucket, and Thames rivers at Norwich, Connecticut for use and enjoyment of City residents and visitors.  This water trail network will be linked with and complement the existing and planned elements of the Norwich Heritage Riverfront Walkway along the Yantic and Shetucket Rivers and Downtown Norwich waterfront.  The project will include the preparation and printing of 2,500 two-sided color copies of an 11-inch by 17-inch laminated and folded Water Trail Map and Guide concerning the water and waterfront trails and the natural history and environment of Norwich Harbor and the City's coastal waterways in the Thames River watershed; distribution of the Water Trail Map and Guide free of charge to a wide audience; design, fabrication, and placement of an attractive wayside exhibit sign at the principal point of access to the water trail at Howard T. Brown Memorial Park; and placement of an aluminum 10-inch by 14-inch water trail access sign at each of four different waterfront sites providing access to the Water Trail.

Project Title: Sheffield Island Park Interpretive Signage Project (CT), #33490 



Recipient:
Norwalk Seaport Association, Inc.

Grant Amount: 
$9,525

Recipient Match: 
$5,365

Total Project Cost:
$14,890

Project Area: Sheffield Island Lighthouse Park adjoining the Sheffield Island Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, Norwalk, CT 41.0989 and -73.4158

Norwalk Seaport Association will design, fabricate and install four, 30 inch by 36 inch wayside signs providing information about the natural environment of Long Island Sound and the Norwalk Islands.

The project will create and install four, 30-inch by 36-inch wayside panels at Sheffield Island Lighthouse Park near the site of the historic Sheffield Island Lighthouse and the Sheffield Island Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge.  The panels will provide environmental information concerning Long Island Sound and the Norwalk Islands for enjoyment by the thousands of annual visitors to the park and lighthouse.  Each sign will be unique in terms of the information and images presented, but all 4foursigns will be linked by a common design motif related to Long Island Sound and the Norwalk Islands.  The panels will enhance public use and enjoyment of Long Island Sound and the Norwalk Islands; provide educational displays concerning coastal resources and their natural values for the benefit of visitors to Sheffield Island Lighthouse Park; encourage personal environmental stewardship initiatives; and otherwise advance the environmental education mission of the Norwalk Seaport Association.

